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“I bought the house from my grandparents…back in 1999 on a Contract 
for Deed. In 2005 we bought the house outright. My Grandparents had 
bought the house in 1954 and lived in it until 1999... 
Prior to 1954 the abstract lists a few other owners but no real history of 
where the house came from. The abstract dates back to 1938. This is 
where my elderly neighbors and relatives come in to play, because 
according to them, the house was not here in Avon at that time. 
My grandparents had told me that the house was dragged down here to 
Avon, and their neighbors have told me that this was one of the old 
barracks from St. John’s University.”
--in an email to the Archivist in 2007 from an Avon homeowner 
asking about the history of the barracks
28
Avon, MN
SJU Archives O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Barracks\Avon house\Avon house 
ren. front view full uncropped.jpg (and IMG_20181019B by PLR.jpg)
2006 renovation photo of a house that was once one of the barracks and 2018 photo of it
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Avon     
SJU Archives O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Barracks\Avon house\Avon house 
ren. front view full uncropped.jpg (and IMG_20181019B by PLR.jpg)
2006 renovation photo of a house that was once one of the barracks and 2018 photo of it
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One section of one of the barracks was purchased and moved to the shore of Big Fish Lake
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Barracks\Big Fish Lake
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Four generations of Roske men in front of the Roske cabin on Big Fish Lake:
Joseph, Harold Joseph, Michael Joseph, and Joel Joseph, 
all of whom worked or work at St. John’s
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Barracks\Big Fish Lake
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Flynntown\Roske+Tholl homes 2012
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Compiled in October 2018  
from resources in the 
St. John’s Abbey, SJU and Roske Family Archives 
by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist.   
All rights reserved.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Barracks\Big Fish Lake
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Flynntown\Roske+Tholl homes 2012
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For fun: Exactly 120 years ago today:
The electric lights were turned on!
Scriptorium Dec. 1986 p. 112  “Alfred’s Alexius Hoffmann”
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28051
Scriptorium Dec. 1986 p. 112.  Deutsch, Alfred, OSB. “ALEXIUS HOFFMAN OSB. PIONEER: 
archivist, chronicler, librarian, professor, etc., A Character Study and Portrait.” 
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And (decidedly less fun): 
100 years ago (in August)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28051
Scriptorium Dec. 1986 p. 112  “Alfred’s Alexius Hoffmann”
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